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Bring Your Family
to Canada

A strategic guide to navigating 2025
Immigration rules and reuniting with
loved ones.

Prepared by Dara Immigration Services
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The Goal: Building a life
defined by togetherness.

For many international students and skilled workers,
the Canadian journey is incomplete without family.
The goal is shared opportunity.

The Conflict: While the goal is simple, the process
has changed. Recent 2025 policy changes have
transformed a once straightforward process into a
complex landscape of program-specific restrictions.

The Promise: This guide is your roadmap to navigate

these new financial thresholds and eligibility rules to
keep families together.
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The New Reality: 2025 Policy Alert

Spousal Open Work Permits (SOWP) are no longer guaranteed for all international students.

Generally Eligible
for SOWP

Master's degree programs
(at least 16 months)

Doctoral degrees (PhD)

Specific Professional Degrees
(e.g., Medicine, Law, Engineering)

Decision Gate
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Restricted / New
Limitations

5o

College Diploma Programs
General Undergraduate Degrees

Spouses in this category are
generally NO LONGER ELIGIBLE for
an Open Work Permit unless the
principal applicant holds a specific
high-skilled work permit.  pf



Pathway 1: The Spousal Open Work Permit (SOWP)

The Gold Standard for eligible applicants.

Benefits: Allows the spouse or common-law partner to work for almost
any employer in Canada.

Who Qualifies?

@ Must meet the Master’s Degree Restriction criteria (Master’s >16mo,
PhD, or Professional Degree).

© Valid for the duration of the principal applicant’s study permit.

Data Pill

Cost: ~$255 CAD
| Processing: 3-5 Months(* ¥
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Pathway 2: The Visitor Visa (TRV)

A strategic alternative for family unity.

Strategy Note

Pro-Tip: If ineligible for SOWP (e.g., College stream), this is the best option to ensure
your spouse can reside with you, even without work rights.

The Constraint
Cannot work in Canada.

The Benefit

Can accompany the principal
applicant and live in Canada.

Duration matches the principal
applicant’s permit.

Cost: ~S100 CAD per pers
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Pathway 3: Minor Children

Ensuring education and status.
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Arrival & Schooling Status Strategy Turning 18/19
Right to attend public Study Permit highly Must apply as an
school (K-12). Often recommended ($150 adult international
tuition-free. CAD) to ensure student.
independent legal
status.
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The Financial Foundation (LICO Standards)

Minimum liquid funds required for 2026.
| Congultant'e /h icper:

4. .f._-.;;--""‘r Strategy Note: Do not just show the
+ Child; ~S5,893 " minimum. A financial buffer
significantly increases approval
chances. Funds must be liquid.

+ Spouse: ~$5,055

Total Cumulative

Principal Applicant: ~$22,895 Proof Required.
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Proving the Relationship

Documentation is the key to legitimacy.
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To avoid ‘Marriage of Convenience’ refusals, include a Letter of Explanation with:
* [© Photos of the wedding and outings.
e &) Communication logs and chat history.
e (O Detailed relationship timeline.
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Common-Law

Statutory Declaration + 12
- months cohabitation proof
(leases/bills).
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Strategic Timing: When to Apply?

Concurrent (Applying Together)

% Pros: Family arrives together.

Cons: Higher immediate financial
burden.

512 Riskier if funds are borderline.

Subsequent (Applying Later)

## Pros: Safer if funds are tight.

Allows principal to establish
housing first.

5o Cons: Results in a period of
separation.

Takeaway: Choose based on your financial strength and risk tolerance.
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Your Application Roadmap
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%ﬂ =N ' ‘b E%

SOWRP vs. Gather ‘Bona Secure 4 Upload via Visit Visa
Visitor Visa Fide' proofs & months of GCKey Application
Love Story statements (Concurrent Centre (VAC)

(Total LICO) or Linked)
DIS
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Navigating Risks & Common Refusals

Risk: Ties to Home

Risk: Financials

Risk: Genuineness

e The Fear: Officer
thinks you won't
leave.

e The Fix: Show
assets (property) or
family back home.

e The Fear: Student
budget can't
support family.

e The Fix: Liquid
funds only. No
'‘future income'.

e The Fear: Marriage
of convenience.

e The Fix: Over-
document the
relationship history.
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Costs & Timelines At A Glance

Pathway Government Fee (CAD) | Processing Estimate
Spousal Open Work K
Permit (SOWP) $255 3-5 Months
Visitor Visa (TRV) $100 Varies by country
Child Study Permit $150 8-14 Weeks
Biometrics (Family Max) $170 Once every 10 years

Fees are estimates and subject to change by IRCC.
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Don't leave your family's
future to chance.

Navigating these rules is emotional and
complex. A rejection means continued
separation from the people
who matter most.

Dara Immigration
Services Inc.

Add.: 212-515, West Pender St., Vancouver
V6B 6H5, BC, Canada
Cell./WhatsApp: 001-778-2392444
Telegram: @Dara_immigration
Email: Daraimmigration@gmail.com
Website: Www.Daraimmigration.Com
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